Imaging nuances of perineural spread of head and neck malignancies.
Perineural spread is a common growth pattern of head and neck malignancies. Recognizing this pattern by imaging is important for two reasons: 1) it may be the only evidence of malignancy; and 2) its presence in conjunction with a mass converts management from surgical resection to radiation or chemotherapy. High field strength magnets and thin sections with high resolution and fat suppression now allow earlier diagnosis of this entity, but even with these imaging developments, familiarity with the relevant anatomy and the subtle alterations on MRI are necessary to identify this condition.